
Sources: CDFA Dairy Marketing and Milk Pooling Branches

Size of California’s Dairy Farms, May 2017

= Farms producing at least one tanker load of milk per day, based on 1.5 million pounds/month.

In May 2017, 14.9 percent of 
all California dairies produced 
more than 5 million pounds of 
milk during the month. These 
dairy farms accounted for 43.2 
percent of the state’s total milk 
marketings during the month.

  

Comparison of California Dairy Farms by Size:

Range of
Milk Marketings

Percent of 
Total Grade A & B

Farms

Percent of
Total Grade A & B 
Milk Marketings

≥ 5.0 Million Lbs. 14.9% 43.2%

2.4 Million to 4,999,999 Lbs. 24.2% 32.1%

1.5 Million to 2,399,999 Lbs. 17.0% 12.5%

1 Million to 1,499,999 Lbs. 12.6% 6.1%

750,000 to 999,999 Lbs. 8.0% 2.7%

500,000 to 749,999 Lbs. 7.4% 1.7%

250,000 to 499,999 Lbs. 9.1% 1.3%

≤ 249,999 Lbs. 6.8% 0.4%

Approximately 56 percent of 
all dairies in the state produced 
at least one tanker load of milk 
per day during the month. 
These dairies accounted for 87.8 
percent of California’s total milk 
marketings during May 2017. 

Less than 4 percent of California’s 
total milk marketings during May 
2017 was produced by 23.3 percent 
of the state’s dairy farms. Each of 
these dairies had a monthly output 
of less than 750,000 pounds during 
the month.

California Commercial Production of Market and Manufacturing Milk
January-June, 2016 vs 2017 (In Pounds)

 

Month 2016 2017 % Change 2016 2017 % Change 2016 2017 % Change

January 3,361,345,440 3,318,236,446 -1.3% 68,403,833 89,507,226 30.9% 3,429,749,273 3,407,743,672 -0.6%

February 3,232,942,324 3,037,785,944 -6.0% 66,062,915 84,685,014 28.2% 3,299,005,239 3,122,470,958 -5.4%

March 3,534,440,389 3,405,968,127 -3.6% 68,546,109 93,297,214 36.1% 3,602,986,498 3,499,265,341 -2.9%

April 3,412,072,627 3,349,283,415 -1.8% 65,868,217 90,722,189 37.7% 3,477,940,844 3,440,005,604 -1.1%

May 3,480,555,643 3,415,254,998 -1.9% 70,091,908 95,703,648 36.5% 3,550,647,551 3,510,958,646 -1.1%

June 3,290,989,522 3,198,567,444 -2.8% 65,665,920 88,937,438 35.4% 3,356,655,442 3,287,504,882 -2.1%

Jan - Jun
Totals 20,312,345,945 19,725,096,374 -2.9% 404,638,902 542,852,729 34.2% 20,716,984,847 20,267,949,103 -2.2%
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