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Sheep Entry Requirements 

Interstate Livestock Entry Permit 
(3 CCR §760.5) 

California requires an Interstate Livestock Entry 
Permit for all sheep moving into the state. 

Exemptions: 
• Sheep less than 18 months of age that are

moving within an approved slaughter channel

To obtain an Interstate Livestock Entry Permit, 
please contact the Animal Health Branch (AHB) 
permit line at (916) 900-5052 before moving 
sheep into the state. Permits are valid for 15 days 
after being issued. 

Certificate of Veterinary Inspection 
(3 CCR §760.5) 

California requires a Certificate of Veterinary 
Inspection (CVI) for sexually intact sheep issued 
within 30 days before movement into the state with 
the statement, “The animals are not scrapie-
positive or suspect or from a scrapie non-
compliant flock.” 

Exemptions: 
• Sheep moving within an approved slaughter

channel
• Sheep moving for grazing without change of

ownership

Ovine Brucellosis - Rams 
(3 CCR §760.4) 

A negative Brucella ovis test is required for all 
rams 6 months of age and over within 60 days 
prior to entry. The CVI must include the test 
date, test result, and lab name. 

Exemptions: 

• A California ram that is entered in a show out
of state, and then returns to California

• Rams moving for grazing without change of
ownership

• Rams from a certified Brucella ovis-free flock
with flock number on the CVI

• Rams moving directly to slaughter.

For California entry requirements of other livestock 
and animals, please visit the following: 
Information About Livestock and Pet 

Movement or Animal Health Entry Requirement 

Interactive Website 

Official Identification (ID) 
(3 CCR §760.5) 

California requires Official Identification (ID) for all 
sheep. The ID must be written on, or included on a 
list attached to the CVI. Official ID may be listed as 
a range of numbers. 

Exemptions: 
• Sheep less than 18 months of age that are

moving within an approved slaughter channel
• Non-exhibition castrated sheep less than 18

months of age
• Sheep moving for grazing without change of

ownership

Acceptable forms of official ID for sheep include: 
• Official eartags
• Breed registration tattoos
• USDA (ISO) compliant microchip

See CDFA’s Fact Sheet “Sheep & Goats - Official 
Identification Options” for detailed information on 
options for official ID for sheep and goats. 

Note: California’s entry requirements will 
change in the future based on recent changes 
in federal regulations. Please contact the AHB 
permit line at (916) 900-5052 for more 
information. 

For information on Scrapie, please visit: 
Animal Health Branch Scrapie Information 

Eradicate Scrapie! 
USDA Scrapie Disease Information 

If you are transporting livestock into California with an 
electronic CVI, please have the information readily 
available on your device or print and present a hard 

copy to the Inspector at the Border Protection Station. 

 

Animal Health Branch Permit Line: 
(916) 900-5052

Animal Health and Food Safety Services 
Animal Health Branch 

Headquarters - (916) 900-5002 
Redding District - (530) 225-2140 
Modesto District - (209) 491-9350 
Tulare District - (559) 685-3500 
Ontario District - (909) 947-5932 

For more information on the Animal 
Health Branch, please visit: 

www.cdfa.ca.gov/ah 
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https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I4DDB38D35A0D11EC8227000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad720f200000182dc1220bc101ab03a%3fppcid%3d79f8cebf99f440d69734d30cf3dc3484%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI4DDB38D35A0D11EC8227000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T2=760.5&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I4DDB38D35A0D11EC8227000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad720f200000182dc1220bc101ab03a%3fppcid%3d79f8cebf99f440d69734d30cf3dc3484%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI4DDB38D35A0D11EC8227000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T2=760.5&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I4DCD08035A0D11EC8227000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad720f200000182dc337e59101ab3f7%3fppcid%3db0f036531d4b4fde903c95060039cd6d%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI4DCD08035A0D11EC8227000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T2=760.4&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I4DDB38D35A0D11EC8227000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad720f200000182dc1220bc101ab03a%3fppcid%3d79f8cebf99f440d69734d30cf3dc3484%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI4DDB38D35A0D11EC8227000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T2=760.5&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/animal_health/pdfs/OfficialSheepTags.pdf
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/animal_health/pdfs/OfficialSheepTags.pdf
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/animal_health/scrapie_info.html
http://www.eradicatescrapie.org/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/nvap/NVAP-Reference-Guide/Control-and-Eradication/Scrapie
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/Entry_Requirements.html
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/Animal_Health/Entry_Requirements.html
https://apps5.cdfa.ca.gov/AnimalPermitRequirements/
https://apps5.cdfa.ca.gov/AnimalPermitRequirements/



